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: who preſide oven tlie Em- 
pires of the World, Irhu- 
Mc is one of the Firſt 

wa Rank, and is appointed 
for the Province of Upper-Ajia: One 
Morning he deſcended at the Abode of 
Babouc, upon the Banks of the River 


Oxus, and ſaid to him, Babout the Follies 
B and 


— — — 
- 


 MONGST the Genii 
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and Exceſſes of the Per ſanss have drawn 


down our Wrath; Yeſterday was held 


an Aſſembly of the Genii of Upper-Aſia, 


to determine if they ſhould chaſtiſe Per- 
ſepolis or deſtroy it. Go into that City, 
examine every thing, and then return 


and give me a faithful Account of it; 


upon thy Report Iwill reſolve whether to 
correct the City or exterminate it. But 
my Lord, anſwered Babouc, ſubmiſſively, 
I have never been in Perſia +; I know 
nobody there. So much the better, {aid 


the Angel, thou wilt not be partial; 


Heaven has given thee Diſcernment, 
which is a very fair Preſent, and I add 
to it the Gift of inſpiring Confidence: 
Go, obſerve, liſten, and fear nothing, 
thou ſhalt be every where well. received. 
; Babouc mounted his Camel anddepart- 
ed with his Servants. After ſome Days 


he met the Perfian Army near the plains 


of Sennaar, who were on the point of 
giving Battle to the Indian $ Army. He 


accoſted a Soldier whom he found at a 
_ diſtance from the camp, and aſked him 


„The French. + France. $ The Znglifs. 
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The WorLD as it goes. 5 
the Cauſe of the War: By all the Gods, 


fad the Soldier, I know nothing of the 


matter. It is not my Buſineſs, my Trade 


is to kill and be killed, to get my bread; 


it matters not whom I ſerve. 1 may poſ- 


fibly even to-morrow deſert to the Camp 


of the Iadians; for it is reported that 


they give almoſt halfa Drachmaof Cop- 


per a day to their Soldiers more than we 


have in this curſed Perſian Service: but 
if you would know why we fight, even 
aſk my Captain. 

Babouc having made the Soldier Fl 


ſmall Preſent, entered the Camp; he 


foon got acquainted with. the Captain, 


and aſked him the ſubject of the War. 


How can you imagine that I know it, 


ſaid the Captain, and what ſignifies the 


Occaſion of it to me. I live two Hun- 
dred Leagues from Fer ſæpolis, I hear that 


War is declared, I go, according to our 


Cuſtom, to ſoek Preferment or Death. 

But do not your Comrades know more 
of it than you, ſaid Babouc? not one of 
them replied the Officer, only our chief 


Satrapi knows exactly the reaſon why we 


cut each others Throats. 


5 2 | | Babous 
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5 B AR OU c; or, 
 Babouc amazed, introduced himſelf 
to the Generals, and became familiar 
with them. At laſt, one of them in- 
formed him, that the War, which for 
twenty Years, had lain 4/a waſte, aroſe 
originally from a Quarrel between our 
'Eunuch and one of the Wives of the 
King of Pera, and an Officer of the 
Cuſtoms of the King of India. The Diſ- 
pute was about a Duty which amounted 
to almoſt the Thirtieth partof a Darique. 
The Prime Minifter of the Indies, and 
ours, with great Dignity maintained the 
Intereſt of their reſpective Maſters; the 
Diſpute grew warm. They took the 
Field with an Army of a Million of Sol- 
diers on both ſides. That Army muſt 
de yearly recruited with more than four 
Hundred Thouſand Men; Murders, 
Burnings, Ruin and Devaſtations in- 
ereaſe: the Univerſe ſuffers, and the 
Miſchief continues. Our firſt Miniſter 
and the Minifter of the Indies, often 
proteſt, Fhat they act only for the Good 
of Mankind, and at.every Preteſtation, 
ſome City is dcftroyed, eee province 
ravaged. | 

oy The 


le 


E 
f: 
d 


%%; ⁵ „ RO * Ong 


1 — e Nen % ww 


there as in the other Camp. 
ſaid he to himſelf, If the Angel huri] 
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The next Day, upon Report which 
was ſpread that Peace was about to be 


concluded, The Generals were eager to - 


ive Battle; a bloody one was fought. 
Babouc ſaw all the Miſtakes, all the A- 
bominations of it; he was witneſs to the 
behaviour of the principal Satrapi, who 


did all in their power to make their Chief 


fight. He ſaw Officers killed by their 
own Troops, he ſaw Soldiers diſpatch 


their expiring Comrades to get fromthem 


a few bloody Rags; he entered the Hoſ- 
pitals, whither they carried the wounded, 
the greateſt Part of whom died through 
the Negligence of thoſe very Perſons 


whom the King of Perſia largely paid to 


aſſiſt them. Are theſe Men, ſaid Babouc, 
or wild Beaſts? Ah! I ſee pany 
Perſepolts will be deſtroyed. 

Entirely poſſeſs d with that Thought, 
he went into the Camp of the Indians; 
he was as well received there as in that 
of the Perfians, as had been foretold him; 
but ſaw, with Horror, the ſame Diſorders 
Ho, ho 


would exterminate the Perfians, the An- 
3 3 gel 


— 
” * 4 
7 . : 
- : 
. »> * 
£ _— Su Ex — . 
8 5 7 _ . 85 , p - 8 8 = on 1 : 
Y/ _ Lo Re. rn el hes * 5 v £ 5 - - * : K 
— — 4 9. 5 — — K 2 9 — 2 — 2 — me: — 1 = rea k. "I #4 * KS a +” — hons wy x & Sts 8 4 . q 
- . * "Y "#y 22 5 * * 4 ay a * de * —— _ — — — 2 — —_ —— — * 1 a 2 - — he — 1 — 
_ — © q = bo A f TI — q _ * N r — ROK — 7 , — 2 * = > i = Wow — . * » . 4 — — — 
4 2 4 oy — W b 2 - — 1 8 — —— — RTE A - 
hy _ [EY =_ N _ Py = bf _— by b wS 7 © 8 — 4 8 R _ - — —— — — — — 
L = y = \ - - wy _ — : - - — — - — * — — 5 0 * 
= — — I \ — 2 = 2 — = — — po — — =? — 8 Fo 
= 3 3 — Do — >. th 9 = — - 2 = 
DB l 1 — - — - _— 
= kde 7” o- = = 4%, o 4 - fron N 


1 


_ rer 


5 4 
7 
* — — —— — — FA 
+ - 2 —— 2 "= . 
PRI — ho ne 8 Mons > 
—  . < CACLIESNS 
= w_—_ 


8 BAB OU; or, 
gel of the Indies muſt alſo deſtroy the 


Indians. Having afterwards enquired 
more particularly of what paſſed in both 


the Armies, he was informed of Actions 
of Generoſiſty, Greatneſs of Mind, and 
Humanity, which ſurpriſed and raviſhed 
him with Delight; inexplicable Mortals, 
cried he, how can you join ſo much 
Baſeneſs and Grandeur with ſo many 
Virtues and Crimes. 

In the Interim Peace was declared, the 
Chiefson both ſides who had each ofthem 
obtained Victories, who had cauſed the 
blood of fo many of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures to be ſhed only for their own In- 
tereſt, returned to their own Court to 
intrigue for Gratuities. They celebrat- 
ed the Peace by public Writings, which 
were full of nothing but the Return of 
Vireue and Felicity upon Earth. God 


be praiſed! ſaid — op Per ſepolis will 


be the abode of pure Innocence, it will 

not be deſtroyed as the Genii intended. 

ro us - Tee to that Capita! of 
a. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


E came to that immenſe City 
through the ancient Gate, which 
was of barbarous (Gothick) Structure, 


and the diſguſting Ruſticity whereof was 


offenſive to the ſight. All that part of 
the City ſavoured i of the Time in which 
it was built, for notwithſtanding the 
Obſtinacy of Men in praiſing the An- 
tique at the Expence of the Moderns, it 
muſt be owned that the firſt E are 
always clumſy. 

Babouc joined with a Croud of Perſons 
the moſt dirty and ugly of both Sexes, 
That Throng of People threw themſelves 
with an Air of Stupidity, into a dark and 
diſmal Encloſure *. By the continual 
humming, by the moving about, by the 
Money which ſome Perſons gave to 


others for the Right of fitting omg; he 


A Church. 
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Oo © BuSoVv Ce, or, 
thought he was in a Market where they 
fold Straw-chairs: - but ſoon obſerving 
that ſeveral Women kneeled down, and 
ſeemed to look very attentively foreright, 
whilſt they, at the ſame time, . caſt ſide- 
long Looks on the Men, he perceived 
that he was in a Temple. Harſh, hoarſe, 
ſavage and diſſonant Voices, made the 
Vault reſound with Sounds l- articulated, 
which produced the ſame Effect as the 
Voices of the Onagri, when they anſwer 
to the Goats Herd's Horn, that calls them 
home from the Plains of the Piclavi. 
He ſtopped his Ears, but he was ready 
likewiſe to ſhut his Eyes and hold his 


Noſe, when he ſaw Workmen enter the 


Temple with Pickaxesand Shovels, who 
took up a large Stone, and threw oneach 
fide the Earth, from which exhaled a 
peſtiferous Smell: They afterwards 
laid a dead Body in the Hole and cover: 
ed it with the Stone. What, cried Ba- 
bouc! do theſe People bury their Dead 
in the Place where they worſhip the Di- 
vinity ? Are their Temples paved with 
dead Carcaſes? I am no longer ſurpriſed 
at thoſe peſtilential Maladies which * 
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lay Perſepolis waſte. The rottenneſs of 
the Dead, and that of ſo many of the 
Living gathered together, and confined 
in little Room in the ſame Place, is ſuf- 
ficient to poiſon the tereſtrial Globe: 
What a filthy City is Per/epolrs. I will 
adviſe Ithuriel to deſtroy it. | 


CHAP. UI. 
A ND now the Sun was approaching 


the Summit of his Career: Ba- 


ouc Was to dine at the other End-of the 


Town, with a Lady to whom her Huſ- 


band had ſent Letters by him ; he firſt 


took ſeveral Turns in Perſepolis; he ſaw 


other Temples better built, and better 
ornamented, filled mes SEC 
gation, and ringing with harmonious 
Muſick. He ſaw Publick-Fountains which 
though ill- placed, ftruck the fight by 


their Beauty; Squares, where ſeemed to 


breathe-in Bras, the beſt Kings who had 
governed Perſia ; other Squares where 
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12 1 | B ABO U c; or, h aſk 
vou heard the People exclaim, when ſhall I bar 
wie fee here the Maſter we Love! He ad- clo 
mired the magnificent Bridges, built ¶ aw 
over the River, and the commodious Il Fac 


Keys and lofty Palaces, built on each I ind 


fide; as alſo an immenſe Houſe where I gif 
Thouſands of old, wounded andconquer- WW Ha 


ing Soldiers paid their thanks each Day I Cit 


to the God of Armies. He came at laſt I fro 


to the Houſe of the Lady who expected Nher 
him to Dinner with a Company of Per- Baer 


ſons of Diſtinction. The Houſe was Cl 


neat and elegantly furniſhed ; the Repaſt I gar 


delicious, the Lady, young, fair, witty, Sar 
and engaging, the Company worthy her; Þ Lai 


and Babouc ſaid to himfelf continually, Kher 
ſurely the Angel Ithuriel cannot ſeriouſſy Nane 
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aſking 
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aſking of him an Account of her Huſ- 


band, ſpoke more tenderly towards the 


cloſe of Dinner to a young Prieſt. He 
law a Magiſtrate, who before his Wife's 
Face briſkly preſſed a Widow, and that 
indulgent Reli&t warmly ogled the Ma- 
giſtrate, whilſt ſhe was giving her 
Hand to a handſome and modeſt young 
Citizen. The Magiſtrate's Wife aroſe. 
from the Table, to go and converſe with 
her Director (who was expected at Din- 


ner, but came too late) in an adjoining 


Cloſet; and the Director being an ele- 
gant Man, his Converſation was ſo full of 
Sanctity and Vehemence, that when the 
Lady returned, her Eyes were moiſt, 
her Cheeks enflamed, her ſteps tottering, 
and her Voice trembling. Then Babouc 
began to fear that the Genii Ihuriel had 
Reaſon for his Reſolves. The Talent 
which had been given him of obtainin 

every one's Confidence, let him the 
next Day into the Lady's Secrets. She 
confeſſed to him her Inclination for the 
young Prieſt; and aſſured him, that in 
all the Houſes in Perſepolis he would find 
the ſame as in hers. Babouc concluded 


that 
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chat ſuch a Society could not ſubſiſt. 


That Jealouſy, Diſcord, and Vengeance, 


_ would deſtroy all their Families. That 


Tears and Blood muſt fall every Day; 
that the Huſbands would certainly Kil 
their Wives Gallants, or be killed by 
them; and, in ſhort, that /tburiel would 
do well at onee to deſtroy a City aban- 
doned to centinual Diſaſters. 


CHAP. v. 


E was olanged' in theſe melancholy 
Ideas when there appeared at the 
Door, a grave Man, in a black Cloak, 


Vo in an humble manner deſired to 


ſpeak to the young Magiſtrate. The lat- 
ter, without riſing from his Seat, without 
fo much as looking on him, in a haughty 
and ſligliting manner, gave him ſome Pa- 
pers, and diſmiſſed him. Habouc en- 
quired who the Man was? the Miſtreſs 
of the Houſe: told him, in a Whiſper, 


= he was ene of the beſt Advocates in 
N the 


/ 
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the City, and had ſtudied the Law fifty 
Years: that the Gentleman who was but 
five and Twenty Years old, and who 
ill had been for two Days a Judge, had 
by given him the Papers and Proceedings of 
d a a Lawſuit, in which he is to give a ſen- 
n- tence, and which he has not yet looked 
into, to make a Breviat of them: This 
young, giddy, Fellow, ſaid Babouc does 
wiſely to aſk, Counſel of an old Man; 
but why is not the old Man a Judge ? you 
Jeſt, furely faid they, Perfons who have 
paſſed the beſt Part of their Lives in la- 
dorious and ſubaltern Employments, 
y never arrive at Dignities. Hat young 
Man has a conſiderable Poft becauſe his 
Father is rich, and here the Buſineſs of 
doing Juſtice is bought like a Farm. Oht 
„ Manners! oh unhappy City, cried Ba- 
t bouc, this is the utmoſt Extent of Diſor- 
der: Doubtleſs they who have thus 
bought the Right of iving Judgment, 
makes Sale of it. What an r r of 

Iniquity do Iſee 
As he was thus expreſſinghi g Gtief ind 
Surprize, a young Warrior, who was 
that * returned from the Army, ſaid 
C to 
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to him, Why would you not have the 
Employments of the Law bought and 
ſold ? I have purchaſed the right of bray- 
ing Death at the Head of Iwo Thou- 
ſand Men whom I command]; It coſt me 
forty Thoufand Dariques of Gold this 
Year, in order to lie on the bare Ground 
thirty Nights together in a red Coat, and 
to receive two conſiderable Wounds with 
an Arrow, the Pain of which I yet feel. 

If I ruin myſelf to ſerve the Perſian Em- 
peror whom I never ſaw, ſurely the 
Judge here may afford to give ſomething 
for the Pleaſure of fitting on the Bench 
and hearing Cauſes. Babouc being ſeiz- 
ed with Indignation, could not help con- 
demning in his Heart, a Country where 
they put up at Auction the Dignities of 
Peace and War; he haſtily concluded, 
that they muſt be entirely ignorant both 
of War and the Laws, and that even 
though /tburiel did not exterminate thoſe 
People, they would periſh through their 
own deteſtable Adminiſtration. 

His bad Opinion ſtill increas'd at the 
Were of a fat Man, who having very 
nnn ſaluted the whole Company, 
approached 


The WoRLD as it goes. 17 
approached the young Officer, and told 
him, I cannot lend you more than fifty 
Thouſand Dariques of Gold, for really 
the Cuſtoms of the Empire have brought 
me in but three Hundred Thouſand this 
Year. Babouc enquired who the Man 
was, that complained of getting ſo little, 
and was informed that there were in Per- 
ſepolis Seventy two plebean Kings, who 
had taken a Leaſe of the Perfian Empire, 
and paid a ſmall Rent to the Monarch. 
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| FT E R dinner he went to one of 
the moſt magnificent Temples 
of the City; he ſat in the midſt of a Com- 
pany of Men and Women who came 
there to paſs the time. A Magus ap- 
peared in an elevated Machine, and 
ſpoke a long time of Vice and Virtue. 
This Magus divided into ſeveral Heads 
that which had no need to be divided; 
he methodically proved that which was 
| 2 very 


18 „ 


very clear, and taught that which they 
knew before. He was coldly impaſſion- 
ed, and departed in a Sweat, and out 
of Breath. The whole Aſſembly then 
awaked, and thought they had been pre- 
ſent at an Homily for Inſtruction. Ha- 
bouc ſaid, Here is a Man who has done 
his beſt to tire two or three Hundred of 
his fellow Citizens, but his Intentions 
were good, and Perſepolis will not be de- 
ſtroyed on that account. 

When he came out of this Aſſembly, 
they conducted him to ſeę 2 public Feſ- 
tival which was celebrated every Day in 
the Year. T was in a fort of Baſilick, in 
the further End of which appeared a Pa- 
lace. The moſt beautiful Women of 
Per ſepolis, the moſt conſiderable Satrapt, 
ranged and Hires in order, formed ſo 
fine a ſight, that Babouc at firſt thought 
the whole Entertainment had conſiſted 
therein. Two or three Perſons dreſſed 
like Kings and Queens, ſoon appeared in 
the Veſtibulum of that Palace; their 
Language was yery. different from that 
of the common People , It was meaſured, 
harmonious and ſublime: No Perſon 
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ſlept, but all attentively liſtned, and in 
profound Silence, which was interrupted 
only by Teſtimonies of Senſibility and 
Public Admiration. The Duty of Kings, 
the Love of Virtue, and the Dangers of 


the Paſſions, were expreſſed by ſuch live- 


ly and touching Strokes, that Babouc 
ſhed Tears. He did not doubt but thoſe 
Heroes and Heroines, thoſe Kings and 
Queens whom he had juſt heard, were 
the Preachers of the Empire ; he even 


| propoſed engaging Ithuriel to come and 
hear them; being certain that ſuch a 


Spectacle would reconcile him for ever 
to the City. 


So ſoon as the Entertainment was o 


ver, he was deſirous of viſiting the prin- 
cipal Queen, who in that fine Palace had 
dealt out ſo noble and pure a Morality; 
he introduced himſelf to her Majeſty ; he 


was conducted up a narrow Stair-caſe to 
the ſecond Floor into a very ill- furniſned 


Apartment, where he found a Woman 


meanly dreſſed, who ſaid to him with a 


noble and pathetic Air; This Employ- 
ment doth not furniſh me wherewith to 


live; one of the Princes you faw hath 
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got me with Child. I ſhall lye- in ſoon ; 1 
want money, and there's no lyeing-in 
without it. Babouc gave her one Hun- 
dred Dariques of Gold, ſaying, If there 
are no other Follies or Exceſſes but theſe 


in the City, Iburie would be in the 


wrong to be ſo angry. 
From thence he went to paſs the E- 
vening with the Merchants of magnifi- 


cent Trifles. An underſtanding Man, 


with whom he had made an Acquaint- 


ance, carried him there. He bought 


what he liked, and they with great Po- 


liteneſs ſold it ban for twice as much as 


it was worth.. At his return home, his 

Friend ſhewed him how greatly he had 
been impoſed on. Babouc wrote down 
the Merchant's Name in his Table-Book 
that he might be diſtinguiſhed by Ibu: 
ric] in the Day of puniſhment of he City. 
Whilſt he was writing, ſome Perſon 


knocked at the Door; it was the Mer- 
chant himſelf who brought back Babouc's 


Purſe which he had left by miſtake on 
the Merchant's Counter. . How can it 
be, cried Babouc, that you ſhould be fo 
faithful and ſo Senerous, after not hav- 

ing 


/ 


The WoRLD as it goes. 21 
ing been aſhamed to make me pay for 
Trifles four times more than their Value? 
There is no Trader of any Credit in 
this City, anſwered the Merchant, who 
would not have brought back your Purſe. 
But you were miſinformed when you 
were told I fold you my Goods for four 
times more than they were worth; I fold 
them you for ten times more; which is 
ſo true that if you would ſell them a 
Month hence, you will not get even the 
tenth part. But nothing is more right; 
'tis the weavering Fancy of Mankind 
which fixes the Price of thoſe frivolous 
Things; *tis that Fancy which gives 
Bread to the Work men I employ; tis that 
which gives me a good Houſe, an eaſy 
Coach, and good Horſes; In ſhort, tis 
that excites Induſtry, and maintains 
Taſte, Circulation and Abundance. 

I ſell the ſame Trifles to Foreigners 
ſtill dearer than to you, and thereby am 
uſeful to the Empire. Babouc, after hav- 
ing muſed a little, ſtruck him out of his 
Book ; for in ſhort, ſaid he, the Arts of 
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Luxury are not very numerous in any 
Empire, but where all the neceſſary Arts 
are exerciſed, and the Nation is popu— 
lous and rich. Ithuriel appears to be a 
little too ſevere. 8 
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CHAP. VII. 


450 0 C being very uncertain what 

to think of Per ſepolis, reſolved to vi- 
fit the Magi and Litterati, for the one 
ſtudied Wiſdom, and the other Religion; 
and he flattered himſelf that they would 
obtain Favour and Mercy for the reſt of 
the People. 'The next Day in the Morn- 
ing, he went to a College of the Magi. 
The Archimandrite owned to- him that 
he had a yearly Revenue of one Hundred 
Thouſand Crowns for taking the Vo of 


Poverty, and that he exerciſed a pretty 


extenſive Empire by virtue of his Vow 
of Humanity; after this he left Babour 
with a young Brother who did the Ho- 
nours of the Body; whilſt that Brother 


Was 
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was ſhewing him all that was magnifi- 


cent in that Houſe of Penitence, a Re- 
port aroſe that he was come to reform 
all thoſe kind of Houſes. He immediate- 
ly received Petitions from each of them; 
and all the Petitions contained in ſub- 
ſtance, Preſerve us, and deſtroy all the 
reit. To hear their Apologies they were 
all very neceſſary toy Society; to hear 
their reciprocal Accuſations, they all de- 
ſerved to be annihilated : He could not 
help admiring how all of them in order 
to edify the World wanted to have the 
Empire over it. Then there accoſted him 
a little Man who was a demy Magus, and 
who whiſpered in his Ear, I ſee the Work 


is about to be accompliſhed ; for Zerduft 


is returned upon the Earth, young Vir- 
gins Propheſy by cauſing the Pincers to 
be applied to their Noſes, and the Rod to 
their Hinder-pgrts. It is evident the End 
of the World is at hand: Cannot you be- 
fore that extraordinary Epocha protect us 
from the Grand Lama? what Nonſenſe, 


laid Bqhouc, againſt the Grand Lama? 


what that Ponniff King who reſides at 
Thibet ? Yes, ay the Demy- Magus (with 
an 
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an obſtinatè air) againſt him. What then 


you make War with him, ſaid Babouc, 
and have Armies I ſuppole? No, anſwer- 
ed the other ; but we have written two 


or three Thouſand Books in Folio againſt 


him, which Nobody ever reads, and full 
as many Pamphlets, which we caule the 
Women to read. He has ſcarce heard 
our Names, he has only condemned us, 
as a Maſter orders the Trees in his Gar- 
den to be. 

Babouc ſhuddered at the Folly of thoſe 


Men who made a Profeſſion of Wiſdom; 


at the Intrigues of thoſe who had re- 


nounced the World; at the Ambition 


and covetous Pride of thoſe who taught 
Humility and Diſintereſtedneſs, and 
concluded, that [thyrie/ had good Reaſon 
to deſtroy the whole Swarm of them. 
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CHAP. VIII 


EIN G W to his Eaſe, he 
ſent for ſome new Books to ſoften 


his Chagrin, and invited ſome of the Lit- 
terali 
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ſerati to Dinner, in order to make mer- 


ry. There came as many again as he 
had invited, like Waſps attracted by Ho- 
ney : thoſe Paraſites were eager in eat- 
ing and ſpeaking: they praiſed two Sorts 
of Perfons, the Dead, and themſelves, 
but never their Cotemporaries, ſave on- 
ly the Maſter of the Houſe. If either of 
them ſaid a witty thing, the reſt fixed 
their Eyes on the Ground, and bit their 
Lips for Grief they had not ſaid it them- 
ſelves. They had leſs Diſſimulation than 
the Magi, becauſe the Objects of their 
Ambition were leſs. Every one of them 
was intriguing for the Place of a Valet, 
and the Reputation of a great Man; they 
{aid to each other inſulting Things, which 
they miſtook for ſtrokes of Wit. The 
Dinner over, every Man departed alone, 
for there were not two inthe whole Com- 
pany who could bear each other, or even 
ſpeak to each other, but at the Table of 


the Rich who invited them to their Houſ- 


es. Babouc judged it would be no great 
Misfortune if all that Vermin ſhould pe- 
rſh in the general Deſtruction. 


CH AE 


* 3 — — "a 0 
* „ : 


. 
A, "EY; —— . — 
a. * * — — NEO —— 
/ 


26 BA B OU C; or, 


CHAP IX. 


\ © ſoon as he had got rid of thoſe 

People, he began to read ſome of 
the new Books, which ſtrongly ſavoured 
of the Spirit of his Gueſts: He ſaw a- 
bove all, with Indignation, thoſe Gazettes 
of Slander, thoſe Archieves of bad Taſte 
which had been dictated by Envy, Mean- 
neſs and Hunger. Thoſe low Satires in 
which they ſpare the Vulture and deftroy 
the Dove; thoſe Romances without the 
leaſt Contrivance or Fancy, in which 


you ſee ſo many Deſcriptions of Women, 


of whom the Author had no Knowledge. 


He threw all thoſe deteſtable Works i Into 


the Fire, and went out in the Evening 
to take a Walk. They introduced to 
him one of the Litterati, an old Man, 
who had not increaſed the Number of 
his Paraſites. This Perſon always ſhun- 
ned the Crowd, knew Mankind, and com- 


municated his Knowledge with Diſcre- 
tion. 
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tion. Babouc expreſſed to him his Grief 
about what he had read and what he had 
; ſeen. 

Youhave ſeen very deſpitable Things, 
ſaid this ſenſible learned Man; but at all 
Times, in all Countries, and in all 

Things, the worſt Sort ſwarms, and the 
e Good is rare, you entertained in your 
Houſe the refuſe of Pedantry, becauſe in 


. all Profeſſions, thoſe who are the leaſt 
s || vorthy to appear, always thruſt them- 
e | {lves in with the greateſt Impudence. 


The truly wiſe, live at Home, retired - 
and at their eaſe ; there are ſtill amongſt 
us Men and Books worthy of your Re- 
gard and Conſideration. Whilſt this paſſ- 
. another of the Litterati joined ef 

Their Diſcourſe was fo pleaſing and in- 
ſtructive, fo raiſed above Prejudices, and 
ſo conformable to Virtue, that Babouc 
owned, the had never heard the like. 
Theſe are Men, faid hne to himſelf, that 
the Angel Ithuriel will not dare to touch, 
unleſs he be very mercyleſs. 

But though he was reconciled to the 
Litterati, he ſtill continued his Warth 
againſt the reſt of the Nation. You are 
| C | a 
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a Foreigner, ſaid the judicious Man who 
ſpoke to him; Abuſes offer themſelves 
to your Eyes in Crowds, whilſt the Good 
which lies concealed, and which often 
is the reſult of thoſe very Abuſes, is hid 


from you. They then brought him to 


the chief Magus whom they called the 
Superintendant. - -This Man appeared 
worthy to Babouc to be at the Head of 
the Juſt; and he found there were many 
who reſembled him : He even thought 
that thoſe. great Bodies, which by their 
oppoſitions to each other, ſeemed to 
bring on their common Ruin, were, in 


the mean ſalutary Inſtitutions ; that each 


Society of the Magt, was a Curb to its 
Rival; that tho thoſe Emulators differed 
in ſome Points, they all taught the ſame 
Morals, all inſtructed the People, and 


lived in Obedience te the Laws; like 
Preceptors, who whilſt they were over- 
looking the Son, were themſelves watch- 


ed by the Maſter of the Houſe. - He 
converſed with ſeveral whom he found 
endowed with celeſtial Minds. He learn- 
ed that even amongſt the Madmen who 


e to make War againſt the 
Grand- 
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Grand-Lama, there had been very great - 
Men. He ſuſpected at laſt; that the 
Manners of the Perſians might be like 
their Edifices, ſome of which ſeemed to 
be worthy of Pity, whilſt others had ra- 
viſhed him with Admiration. 


© Hi Bo. Fe 


E returned this Anſwer to the learn- 

ed Man, I readily conceive, that 

thoſè Magi whom I thought ſo dange- 
rous, are 115 the main very uſeful, eſpeci- 
ally when a Wiſe Government prevents 
them from making themſelves too ne- 
ceſſary ; but you mult however confeſs 
that your young Magiſtrates, who buy 
the Poſts of Judges, ſo Toon as they are 
able to ſit on Hack muſt ſpeak in 
their Tribunals with the moſt oh iculous 
Folly and Impertinence, and | give. their 
Judgments with the moſt Perverſe Ini 
quity. It would ſurely be much better 
to give thoſe Dignities gratis to thoſe old 
C 2 Lawyers 
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Lawyers who have paſſed their whole 


Lives in weighing the Pro and Contra. 


The learned Man. replied, you ſaw 
our Army before: You arrived at Per- 


ſepolis: You know that our young Offi- 


cers fight very bravely, though they pur- 
chaſed their Commiſſions, Perhaps you 


will find that our young Magiſtrates are 


not bad Judges, though they. bought 


their Patents. The next Day he carried 


him to the great Tribunal where Judg- 
ment was to be given in a Caule of great 


Importance. The. Caſe was known to 


all the Town. All thoſe old Lawyers 
who ſpoke to it were unſettled in their 


Opinions, they cited a Hundred Laws 


and not one of them was in point; they 


conſidered the Affair in a Hundred 


Lights, but not in the true one; the 


Judges determined more Expeditiouſly 


than the Lawyers doubted. Their 
Judgment was almoſt unanimous. They 
Judged rightly becauſe they. followed the 
Light of Reaſon, and the Arguments of 


the others were wrong, becauſe they 


had conſulted only Books. Babouc con- 


Hinged: * many good were 
found 
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found in the midſt of Abuſes. He per- 


ceived the very ſame Day that the Rich- 
es of the Finances, which had ſo much 
diſpleaſed him, might produce an excel; 
lent Effect. For the Emperor having 
been in great want of Money, he, by 
their Means, procured in an Hour what 
he could not have gotten in ſix Months 
by the uſual Methods; he perceived that 
thoſe great Clouds, ſwelled with the 
Dews of the Land, reſtored in Showers 
what they received i in Drops. Beſides, the 
Children of thoſe Men, being « often. bet- 
ter educated than thoſe of more ancient 
Families, much exceeded them in Me- 
fit; for nothing hinders that a Man 


kould be a good Judge, a brave Warrior 


or a dextrous Stateſman, 15 his Fg 
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CHAP! XI. 


)Y intennbte Degrees, Witte | Par- 
doned the Avidity of the Financier, 
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who i 18 not in the main more covetous 


than other Men, and who is very uſeful. 
He excuſed the Folly of undoing a Man's 
ſelf to be a Judge, and to hazard his 
Life in the Army; a Folly which pro- 
duced learned Judges and great heroes, 
He pardoned the. Litterati for their Envy, 
amongſt whom he found Men that in- 


| ſtructed the World. He was reconciled 


to the Ambitious Magi, amongſt whom 
he found more conſiderable Virtues, than 
petty Vices. | But there ſtill remained 
many Grievaiites, and, above all the In- 
trigues of the Ladies: and the Misfor- 
tunes which might be the Conſequences 


of them, filled him with Terror and 


Difq uietude. : 
\'s he was defirous of ſearching into 
aft Conditions of Men, he cauſed him- 


ſelf to be conducted to the Houſe of the | 


Prime Miniſter; but trembled all the 
Way Leaſt ſome Woman ſhould. be al- 
Coated by her Huſband in his ſight. 
When he came there he was two Hours 
inthe Antichamber before his Name was 
ſent up, and two Hours afterwards. He 


determined with himfelf during that in- 


terval 
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terval to recommend to Ithuriel both the 
Miniſter and his inſolent Uſhers. The 
Antichamber was crowded with Ladies 


of all Ranks, Magi of all Colours, Judges, 


Merchants, Officers, and Pedants; every 
one complained of the Miniſter; The 


Miſer and Uſurer ſaid, that doubtleſs 


he pillaged the Country; the capricious 


Man reproached him for being whimſi- 


cal, the voluptuous Man, ſaid he thought 
of nothing but his Pleaſures ; the Man of 
Intrigue flattered himſelf that he ſhould 
ſoon ſee him ruined by a Party, and the 
Women hoped they ſhould ſoon have a 
younger Minſtier. Babouc heard their 
Diſcourſes, he could not help - ſaying, 
this is a very happy Man, he has all his 
Enemies in his Antichamber, he by his 
Power cruſhes thoſe who envy him; he 
ſees at his Feet thoſe who deteſt him. He 
afterwards went in, and faw a little old 


Man bent under the Weig ht of Years 


and Buſineſs, but ſtill Fees and full of 
Wit. | 
Babouc eg him, and he ſeemed to 
Babouc to be a valuable Man. The 


Converſation became particular. The 


Mi niſte 
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Miniſter owned to him that he was very 
unhappy, that he was thought to be Rich, 


and was Poor, that they believed his 


Power to be unlimited, and he was con- 
tinually oppoſed; that he beſtowed Fa- 
vours only on ungreatful Men, and that 


during a continual Labour of forty Years 
he had ſcarce had a Moments eaſe. Ba- 
bouc was touched at it, and thought that 
if this Man committed Crimes, and the 
Angel Ithuriel would puniſh him for 
them, he muſt not exterminate Re but 
| ony continue e hirm in his Poſt. - 


CHAP. XI. 


HI L 8 T he was pelle tothe 
Miniſter, the beautiful Lady, 

with whom he had dined, entered very 
haſtily; in her Eyes, and on her Coun- 
tenance, appeared the Symptoms of 
Grief and Anger. She burſt out into 
Reproaches againſt the Stateſman, ſhe 
ſhed Tears, — bitterly 9 
is 


e eee eee 


The WoRLD as it goes. 25 


his refuſing her Huſband a Poſt, which 
his Birth gave him room to aſpire to, and 
which he meritedon Account of his Ser- 
vice and the Wounds he had received; 
ſhe expreſſed herſelf ſo forcibly, com- 
plained in ſo graceful a manner, deſtroyed 
the Objection with ſo much Dexterity; 
and with great Eloquence ſet her Rea- 
ſons in ſo ſtrong a Light, that ſhe made 
her Huſband's Fortune before ſhe left the 
Chamber. ü 5 : | 
Babouc handed her out: Is it poſſible, 
Madam, ſaid he unto her, That you have 
taken all theſe Pains for a Man you don't 
love, and from whom you have every 
thing to fear? A Man that J don't love? 
cried ſhe, pray know that my Huſband 
is the beſt Friend J have in the World, 
that there is nothing I would not ſacrifice 
to him except my Lover; and that he 
will do any thing for me except quitting. 
his Miſtreſs. Iwill bring you acquaint- 
ed with her, ſhe is a charming Woman 
full of Wit, and has the beſt Character 
in the World, we ſhall ſup together to 
night with my Huſband and my young 


Magus: come and be a Partaker of our 
1 The 
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The Lady conducted Babouc to her 
Houſe, the Huſband who came at laft 
plunged in Grief, ſaw again his Wife 
with Tranſports of Delight and Grati- 
tude. He by Turns embraced his Wite, 
his Miſtreſs, the young Magus, and 
Babouc. Unity, Gaiety, Wit and the 
Graces were the Soul of that Repaſt ; 
Learn, ſaid the fair Lady, with whom 
he ſupped, that thoſe whom we ſome- 
times call diſhoneſt Women, have often 
the whole Merit of a Man of the greateſt 
Worth; and to convince yourſelf of it, 
go with me to-morrow and dine with the 
charming Theone. There are ſome an- 
tiquated Veſtals who pull her to pieces, 
but ſhe does more good than all of them 
together. She would not do the leaſt 
Injuſtice for the greateſt Advantage; She 
"Hom her Lover only gerierous Advice 
ſhe is occupied only with his Glory; he 
would bluſh if he had omitted an oppor- 
tunity of doing good; for there can be 
no greater Incitement to Virtue, than for 
the Miſtreſs, whoſe Eſteem one would 


merit, to be the Witneſs and Judge of 


our Actions. 
| Babouc 
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Babouc did not fail of the Appoint- 
ment; he ſaw a Houſe where all the 
Pleaſures were in their Kingdom, Theone 
preſided over them: ſhe ſpoke to every 
one in his own Language, and her natu- 
ral Temper made that of others entirely 
eaſy. She pleaſed almoſt without Deſign, 
ſhe was as amiable as beneficient, and 
which {till increaſed the Value of all 
her good Qualities, ſhe was beautiful. 

Babouc now perceived, that if he tar- 
ried any longer at Perſepolis, Theoxs 
would make him forget Ithuriel. He 
took an Affection for the City, the Inha- 
bitants whereof were polite, goodnatured 
and beneficient, though at the ſame 
time they were fickle, light, Slanderers 
and full of Vanity, he feared leaſt Per/e- 
polis ſhould be eondemned, and dreaded 
the Account he was about to give. 

But this was the manner in which he 
contrived to make his Report ; he cauſed 
to be caſt by the beſt Founder in the 
City, a little Image compoſed of all kind 
of Metals, Earths, of the moſt precious 
and worthleſs Stones, and carried it to 
Itburiel. Would you, ſaid he, break 

this 
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this pretty Image to Pieces, becauſe it 
is not all of Gold and Diamonds? Ithu- 
riel took the Hint, he reſolved not to 
puniſh Per/epolis, but to let the World 
go as it is; for, ſaid he, if all is not well, 
all is paſſable. 
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1 July 20, 1953 

0 Us are Larpaiz'd; Sir, and do is 
all Eurape, at M. Fultutreis Diſ- 
5 uh the King of Hruſſia. No. ho- 
dy can yet comprehend, how it Bath 
been poſſible to æxaſperate a Philoſephic 
1 hem, 

during 
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— 
by 


during 16 Years, he hath behaved rather 
like a faithful Friend than a gracious 
Prince. All the World knows that his 
Majeſty, charm'd with the Lyre of this 
new Orpheus, never ceaſed his Applica- 
tions to draw him to his Court, that he | 
might be more intimately acquainted | 
with his Muſe, which hath ſo much con- 
_ tributed to refine his Taſte and to make 

him an Author; a Character of which 
he is as jealous as he is of that of King. 

M. Holtaire had reſolv'd not to quit his 
native Country, but he could not reſiſt 
the preſſing Iuitances of his Prufian Ma- 

jeſty, which were too honourable to him, 
to be diſregarded. He therefore left 
ll Paris, and went to Berlin in the Sum- 
'1 mer of the Year 1750. The King of 

Pruſſia immediately loaded him with his 

Favours. Not content with aſſigning 

him a large Penſion, he alſo honour d 

- him with the Key of Chamberlain, and 

his Order of Merit. For two Years to- 

- gether M. Voltaire continued in high 

' Favour with his Majeſty, and thought 
himſelf well eſtabliſned, when he be- 
& cope to perceive ſome Marks of Jealouſy 
x in 
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in a Man whom he had before reckoned 
amongſt his Friends, and who had ob- 
tain'd the King's Protection by the great 
Noiſe he had cauſed to be made about 
his Northern Expedition; and when he 
ſaw the high Opinion that had been 
conceived of his Merit was upon the 
decline, and that he was unable to Keep 
it up by any other extraordinary Perfor- 
mance, endeavour'd to ſecure the con- 
tinuance of the Royal Favour by Craſt 
and Artifices. This was M. Mauper- 
zuis, Preſident of the Academy of 
Berlin. It is well known to the literary 
World how he hath ſtrain'd to obtain 
the Character of a great Man, and an 
Inventor, by a Piece which he hath pub- 
liſhed under the Title of Letters. The 
Learned, and amongſt the reſt, M. Hol- 
faire, found ſo many Abſurdities in theſe 
Letters, that he could not forbear writ- 
ing a Satire on the Occaſion. This Sa- 
tire was upon the point of being pub- 
liſh'd at Potſdam, under the Title of, 
The Diatiiba of Dr. Akaia, when M. 
Manpertuts, being apprized of it, by 
one of his Creatures, obtainedthe King's 

"8 Orders 
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Orders for ſuppreſſing the Work. It is 


probable that this Suppreſſion was only 
deſigned by his Majeſty to reconcile the 
two Compatriot Courtiers, but M. Mau- 
pertuis look d upon it as a Mark of his 
ſuperiority in the eſteem! of his Maſter, 


_ e this, he took the li- 


to tell the King a thouſand Lies to 
— winks Credit and Reputation of M. 
Loltaire.— A Manuſcript Copy of ths 
Diatriba of Doctor Akaia having fal- 
len into the Hands of a Bockſeller in 
Holland, it ſoon appeared in print, to the 
great Satisfaction of the Publick. M. 
Maupertuis was enraged: at this, and 
the more ſo as M. Yoltarre, in this Sa- 
tire, had taken part with M. Koenig, 
Conncellor and Library-keeper to his 
moſt ſerene Highneſs the Prince Stadt- 


holder at the Hague, who with the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments, had attack'd his 


Principle of the leaſt Action, the Diſpute 
concerning which is well known to all 


the Learned in Europe. M. Manpertuis 


immecliately, with all the aggravating 
Circumſtances he could think of, re- 
* this to Ins Majeſty as an Offe nce 

5 againſt 
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83 the Royal Authority. It was ne- 
ceſſary to make the King conſider it in 
this Light, in order to raiſe his Indigna- 
tion to the higheſt Pitch. It was in vain 
that M. Holtaire proteſted, and even 
made Oath that he did all he could to 
prevent the Impreſſion (and of this 1 
myſelf was an Eye-witneſs). He was 
condemned: the Diatriba of Doctor 
Akaia was by the King's Order burnt at 
Berlin, by the Hands of the common 
Executioner, and the King cauſed the 
Tranſaction to be publiſhed in the Ga- 
zettes of Berlin. 

The firſt Step which M. Paltaize ok 
after this Scene, was to return the King 
his Key of Chamberlain, and his Order 
of Merit, and to beg leave to retire. 
The King immediately ſent back the 
Key and che Croſs, accompanied with a 
very courteous Letter, wherein he in- 
timated, that it would be very agreeable 
to him. if M. Voltaire would continue 
to reſide at his Court, and accept his 

Penſion. Out of Reſpect to his Ma- 
jeſty, M. Holtaire retained the Key and 
the Croſs, but perſiſted in deſiring his 

7 diſmiſſion. 
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diſmiſſion. To this Requeſt he could 


get no Anſwer. M. Maupertuis, conti- 


nued his Intrigues, and even obtained 
the King's leave to compromiſe his aca- 
damical Diſpute with M. Koenig. The 
King publiſhed a Letter, wherein he 


thought proper to relate all the injurious 
Things concerning Meſſ. Voltaire and 


Koenig, that M. Maupertuis had pre- 
ſumed to tell him one Night, after the 
Opera was ended, when his Majeſty 
went in his Domino to M. Maupertuis's 
Houſe and converſed with him ſome 
Hours in his Bed- chamber. 

The public in general declared for 
M. Voltaire and M. Koenig, but not- 
withſtanding this, M. Mauperturs found 


means to hinder Truth from approach- 


ing the Throne. M. Voltaire was dif- 
graced, and yet could not obtain his 
Difmiſſion, nor even Permiſſion to go to 
the Waters for Recovery of his Health. 


It' was even prohibited, throughout the 


Marquifate of Brandenburgh to furniſh 
M.--Yeltarrs with Horſes, or to ſuffer 


hirn to-ipaſs. Ar length, however, I 
know not how, he obtained Permil- 
ti ſion 
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ſion to go to the Baths of Plombiers, and 
he took his leave of the King, at Pot/- 
dam, to which place he promiſed to re- 
turn in the Month of October. But his 
Enemy, who threatened to go to Leipfic 
to aſſaſſinate him, hath play'd his part 
ſo well, that M. Holtaire hath been 
diſgraced afreſh, as you will ſee by the 
Letters herewith ſent. Theſe Letters 
as well as that of the King of Pruffa, 
which I ſend on Account of the Rela- 
tion it has to the others, are very 
authentic. | 


T have the honcur to be, &. 


LETTER. 
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1 Hr II. 


From M. 
Main, to M. 


at the Hague. 


July 8, 1753. 

FT ER having Eg the 

laſt Letter I wrote you, I had 

the Honour to receive yours of the 3d 


of this Month: and as in that Letter 
T have given you all the Ecclairciſement | 
you demanded concerning M. Yoltarre's | 
Affair, I wil confine myſelf in this to 


what has paſſed here at Francfort. 


M. de Freytag, the King of Prufjia's | 


Reſident in this City, immediately after 


M. Yoltarre's Arrival here, redemand- + 


ed 'of him the Croſs of the Order 


of Merit, the Key of Chamberlain, and 


alſo a ſmall Caſket, wherein it is ſaid 
is a Manuſcript in the King's own Hand. 


M. Yoltarre immediately delivered the 


two 


at Francfort upon the | 
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two firſt, and gave his Parole, that the 


Caſket which he had ſent forward with 


his Baggage to Straſburgb, ſhould be 
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produced in eight Days, and at the ſame 


time diſpatch'd one of his Domeſticks 
to Straſburgh to fetch it. It was ac- 
J cordingly brought back, and M. Yoltarre 
J having delivered ir to M. de Freytag, 
had an Acquittance and leave given 
him in the King's Name to depart when- 

ever he pleaſed, After a few Days he 
ſet out for Y7haden: but he was ſtop- 


ped by the Guard at the Gates of the 


City, and M. de Freytag ſhew'd him a 
new Order of the King of Pruſſia, to 
arreſt him: but this Order was not ſign' d 


by the King himſelf. He was however 
carried back under the Guard of 4 Sol- 


diers and a ſubaltern Officer to the Houſe 


of a Merchant called Schmidt. There 


M. Yoltaire was very ill treated by the 
I Reſident, who kept him very cloſe, al- 
J lowed his Pockets to be ſearched, and 


89 Loutis-d'ors found therein to be taken 

from him. He then was conducted to 

an Inn, together with his Niece and Se- 

cretary, under the Guard of a Soldier 5 
| an 
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and to affront him the more, the Secre- 


tary was obliged to paſs the firſt Night 
in the ſame Chamber with M. Yoltaire's | 


Niece: M. Yoltaire himſelf being ſhut 
up in another Chamber with the Guard. 


The Day before yeſterday he was relea(- | 
ed, and it is ſaid that the Order to arreſt 
| "ES at the Gate, was ſent to the Reſident | 
by one of his Enemies who had the Te- 


merity to make uſe of the Kings Name. 


Time muſt inform us of the Conſe- | 


quences of this Affair. M. Voltaire 


will yet go to ſome of the Baths, but to 
which of them is not known. Thus | 


have told you all I know concerning | 
this Aﬀair. I had it from the Mouth | 


of a Perſon to.whom M. Holtaire him- 


ſelf related it. I am on all Occaſions at. 


your Service, and have the Honour to 
wes" Se. 


LETTER. 
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A Letter in the King of Pruſſia's own 
hand, to M. Voltaire. 


Auguſt 23, 1750. 

HAVE ſeen the L which your 
Niece writes you from Paris. The 
Friendſhip which ſhe expreſſes for you 
hath gained her my Eſteem. If I were 
Madam Denis I ſhould think as ſhe does, 
but being what I am, Ithink otherwiſe. 
It would be the greateſt Affliction to me 


to be the Cauſe of an Enemy's Miſery, 
how then can I wiſh ill to a Man whom 
Teſteem, and who hath ſacrificed to me 


his native Country and every thing that 


Mankind hold moſt dear? No, my dear 


Voltaire, if I could foreſee that your 
Tranſplantation could poſſibly turn in 


the leaſt Degree to your Diſadvantage, 
I would be the firſt to diſſuade you from 


it. 
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it. Ves, I would prefer your Happi- 
nefs to the extreme Pleaſure your Pre- 
ſence would give me. But you are a 


_ Philoſopher; I am one too; and can any 


thing be more natural, and more rati- 


onal and more regular, than that Philo- 
ſophers, united by the ſame Studies, 
the ſame Taſte, and a ſimilar Manner 


of thinking, and born to live together, 


ſhould give themſelves that Satisfaction? 
1 reſpect you as my Maſter in Eloquenee 


and Science: I love you as a virtuous 


Friend: What Slavery, what misfor- | 


tunes, what Chances, what Inconſtancy 
of Fortune then have you to fear in a 
Country where you are as much eſteem'd 
as in your native Country, and with a 
Friend who hath a greatful Heart. I 


amfot ſo vain as to imagine that Berlin 


is equal to Paris. It Riches, Grandeur, 
and Magnificence.make a City delight- 


ful, we yield to Paris. If there .be a 
placein the World, where: good Taſte 


is more univerſally and extenſively dif- 


fuſed, 1:know and agree, that it is at 
Paris. But do not you introduce this 


Taſte wherever you go? We have Or- 


gans 


M. VoLTAIRE. — 
gans which ſuffice to applaud you, and 
nin point of Sentiment and Gratitude we 
1 I yield to, no Country in the World. I 
pay regard to the Friendſhip which at- 
- F taches you to Madam du Chatelet, but 
- after her I am one of your oldeſt Friends. 
„What becauſe you will live in my Houle, 
r it will be ſaid that this Houſe is your 
, & Priſon! What becauſe Iam your Friend, 
I ſhall be yeur Tyrant! Town to you, 
© | that I don't underſtand this Logick, that 
I am firmly perſuaded that you will be 
very happy here during my Life, that 
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y & you will be regarded as the Father of 
a Learning and Taſte, and that you will 
d find in me all the Conſolation that a Man 
- of your Merit may expect from one 
1 


who rec eſteems him. Good Night. 
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From M. Voltaire, te Madam Denis, his 
Neice. | 


T HRE E or four Years having 
Icelapſed ſince I ſhed a Tear, I 
flattered myſelf that mine Eyes would 
not. have known this Weakneſs again 
till they had cloſed for ever. Yeſterday 


Count de Sradian's Secretary found me | 
diſſolved in Tears: Your Departure | 
and preſent Situation was the Cauſe of 


my Affliction. The cruel Severity of 
your Sufferings loſt its Horror when you 
were preſent: your Patience and your 


Courage rouſed mine, but after your | 
Departure I had no Support, I cannot | 
ſometimes help imagining that it is all 
a Dream: I fancy theſe Things to have 


been tranſacted in the Reign of Diony- 
us of Syracuſe. Can it be true, I aſk 
myfelf, that a Lady of Paris, travelling 
with a Paſſportfrom the King her Maſter 


can 
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can have been dragged through the 
Streets of Franckfort by Soldiers, im- 
priſoned without any Form of Tryal, 
denied the Convenience of a Waiting- 
woman, or any Domeſtiek, the Door of 
the Priſon guarded by four Soldiers 
with their Bayorets fixed to their Muſ- 
quets, and compelled to ſuffer a Tool of 
this Freytag, one of the moſt abandoned 
Villians, to paſs the Night alone in her 


Apartment? When la Brinvilliers was 


confined, the Executioner was never 
left alone with her. So barbarous an 
Indecency is without example. And 
what was your Crime? The having tra- 
velled 100 Leagues, to accompany to 
the Waters of Plombieres, a dying Un- 
cle, whom you regard as your Father. 
It is certainiy, a Diſhonour to the King 
of Pruſſia that he has not yet made Re- 
paration for ſuch an Indignity, committed 
in his Name, by a Man who calls himſelf 
his Miniſter. | OTE 
An additional Affliction this to me: 
He cauſed me tobe arreſted to regain his 
printed Book of Poems, with which he 
had favoured me, and to which I had 
ö F 2 ſome 
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ſome claim. He had left it with me as | | 
the Pledge of his Favour, and as the 4 
Reward of his Toils. He was deſirous if * 
to reſume it; a ſingle Word would have | 
done; there was no Occaſion to impriſon | 
an old Man who was going to drink the : 


Waters. He might have remembered, 
that by his winning Favours for above 
16 Years, he had given me Reaſon to J 


believe myſelf in his good Graces; that 7 
he had taken me from my Country in J 
my old Age; that I had affiſted him for f it 
two Years together in perfecting his i * 
Talents; that Thad ſerved him faithfully, F 
and had never fail'd in my Part of my i 
Duty; laſtly, That it was unwerthy his I} "< 
Rank and Glory to take Part in an aca- 8 


demical Quarrel, and for my only Re- 
compence, to end all, by ordering Sol- IF ©! 

diers to demand his Poems of me. I 
hope that ſooner or later he will be con- of 
vinced that he has gone too far, that my I 
Enemy has deceived him, and that nei- } 
ther the Author nor the King, ought fo 
greatly to have imbittered the laft Days ſe: 
of my Life. He hath followed the Dic- K. 
tates of his Paſſion, but he will hereafter I la 
| * follow 
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follow thoſe of his Reaſon and Goodneſs. 


But what will he do to attone for the 


abominable Outrages offer'd to you in 
his Name? My Lord Marſbal will, doubt- 
leſs, be charged to efface, if poſſible, 
the Remembrance of the Horrors of 
4 Freytag's Treatment. 

Letters have been ſent me hither for 


you. One of them is from Madam 
. i} Fontarne, and is not very conſolatory. 


It is pretended that I have been a Prufſian, 
if by this is meant that by my Attachment 


and enthuſiaſtick Zeal, I have made a 


Return for the extraerdinary Favours 
which the King of Prufſia hath confer- 
red upen me for fixteen Years running, 


I the Charge is juſt; but if it is deſigned 


to inſinuate that I have beey his ah x 


or ceaſed to be a Frenchman for a fin 


Moment, it is entirely falſe. The King 
of Pruſſia never propoſed any ſuch Thing, 
and gave me the Key of Chamberlain 

only as a Mark of his "Gootltels which 


Ihe himſelf calls frivolous, in the Ver- 


ſes which he made when he gave me this 
Key and the Crofs, both which I have 


I laid at his Feet. Theſe Marks of Diſ- 
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tinction required neither Oath, Duty 
nor Naturalization. Wearing an Order 


does not make one a Subject. M. De- 


roville, who is in Normandy, yet retains 
the Key of Chamberlain to the King of 


Prufjia, which he wears with the Croſs | 
of the Order of St. Lewis. It would 
be highly unjuſt not to regard me as a 
Frenehmax, when J have all along kept 


my Houſe at Parts, and have paid the 
Capitation:'- Is it poſſible that the Au- 
thor of the Age of Leuis XIV. ſhould be 
ſeriouſly charged with not being a Freuch- 
man? Would any one dare to ſay it be- 


fore the Statues of Henry IV? I will add, | 


of Lewis XV. ſince I am the only Aca- 
demician who wrote his Panegyrick when 


he gave us Peace, and ſince he has him- 


ſelf this Panegyrick tranſlated into fix 
Languages. His Pruſſian Majeſty, be- 
ing deceived by my Enemy, and impel- 


led by Paſſion, may have irritated the 
King my Maſter againſt me, but his 


Juſtice and greatneſs of Soul will gain 
the Aſcendant, and he will be the firſt 
to deſire the King my Maſter to permit 
me to end my Days in my own Country. 
$761 OE Os | | | He 
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He will call to Mind that he has been 
my Diſciple, and that I have gained no- 
thing from him but the Honour of ena- 
bling him to write better than myſelf. 
He will be contented with this Superio- 
rity, and will not make ule of that which 
his Rank gives him, to oppreſs a Stran- 
ger, who hath ſometimes inſtructed, al- 
ways eſteemed and reſpected him. 

I cannot aſcribe to him the Letters 
publiſhed againſt me in his Name. He 


| hath too much Greatneſs of Mind to 


treat a private Perſon in ſuch an outra- 
gious Manner. He knows too well how 
a King ought to write, and what Regard 
is to be paid to Good-manners and De- 
cency of Behaviour. He is born ſignally 
to diſplay his Goodneſs and Clemency. 
This was the Character of our good and 
glorious King Henry IV. He was haſty 
and paſſionate, but he ſoon recovered 
himſelf; Paſſion governed only for a 
Moment, Humanity all his Life. 

See, my dear, what an Uncle, or 
rather a ſick Father dictates tohis Daugh- 
ter. It will be ſome Comfort to me if 


you 
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you arrive in good Health. My Com- 
pliments to your Brother and Siſter. A- 


dieu! may ] die in your Arms unknown 
to Man and Kings. 


FATN 


Mayence, July 9, 1753. 
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93 F ſome Men are to be credited, the 
Age we live in ought to be ſtiled the 
Iron Are : as they affect to admire and 
exhalt the Ancients, for their number- 
leſs Virtues; whilſt they endeavour to 
lower and leſſen all that are contempora- 
ry with them. Without troubling myſelf 
to gueſs at the Motives for ſuch a Con- 
duct; I ſhall apply myſelf only to ſhew 
the Injuſtice of it. Men, in all Ages, 
have had their Mees and their Virtues; 


and one Age, I believe, cannot reaſon⸗ 
ably 
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ably reproach or magnify anotheron that 
Account. They boaſt (for Example) of 


the Friendſhip of Oreſets and Pylades, 


and with good Reaſon; but then we are 
not to conclude, that thoſe two Friends 
are the only Models of an attachment 
which will bear all Teſts; there are yet 
found Minds fo congenial that nothin 


1s capable of diſuniting them. The fol- 


lowing Story will make it appear. Moſt 
of the Perſons whom I ſhall mention are 
now living; I write from authentick and 
original Papers; and beſides, this Aﬀair 
has made too much Noiſe here *, to leave 


any room for doubting the Truth of 


what I am about to relate. 

Mr. Gaſpart de Rey de Soupat, whoſe 
Misfortunes are the Subject of the fol- 
lowing Lines, was born in /taly. He was 
deſcended from the Courts de Soupat, 
who were Neapolitans ; a Branch of that 
Family came into France in the Reign of 
Lewis the 12th; ſince which time, the 
Deſcendants of that Branch have ever 
continued in the King's Service. 

The Father of the Chevalier de Rey 


was in the Muſketeers. He was ſent in- 
France. tO 
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to Italy with Mr. de Vaverdin the French 
Embaſſador at Rome, and went with the 
Prince de Carpeigne, whoſe Favour he 
had gained, to his Principality. During 
his Abode, there, the Chevalier de Rey 
was born ; and his Father returning in- 
to France, the Prince de Carpeigne, who 
was the young de Rey's Godfather, would 
have him educated with his own Son: 
and happy would he have been, if his 
unlucky Stars had not brought him to 
France; But he was forced to obey the 
Orders of his Father, which recalled him, 
and, at thirteen Years of Age, he en- 
tered into the Army. Having aſcended 


the ſeveral neceſſary Steps, he arrived 


at the Rank of Captain of the Colonel's 
Company, in the Regiment of Angumois. 
I ſhall paſs lightly over his early Days, 
which contain nothing important. His 
Father, under pretence of marrying him, 
cauſed the Chevalier, to quit the Ser- 
vice; which he did, after having obtain- 
ed the Croſs of Saint Lewis, and the 
Certificates from his ſuperior Officers, 
which teſtify'd his good Conduct during 
the Years he had ſerved. This Step, 


Which 
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which he took only 1 in Obedience to his 
Father, was without doubt the firſt Cauſe 
of his Misfortunes. He came to Man- 
the, a little Town about Twentyſeven 


Miles from Paris, where his Father re- 


ſided ; and at his Arrival there, ſaw him- 
ſelf under a Neceſſity of correcting a 
Ruſtick who behaved diſreſpectfully to 
our Chevalier's Father. This Madman, 
who was Barber of the Village, enraged 
at a few Strokes with a Switch which he 
had received, fired a Piſtol, which would 
certainly have revenged him, if the Che- 
valier had not dexterouſly avoided the 
Shot ;. he ought to have proſecuted the 
F ellow, but a Soldier would have thought 
it a Diſhonour not to puniſh ſuch an In- 
ſolence himſelf; his Gun was loaded with 
large Shot, and to avoid putting out the 
Barber's Eyes, he took ſo good Aim at 
a part very far from his Head, that not 
a Grain went beſide him; and being ſen- 
ſible he dad merited this Treatment, the 
Barber did not apply to a Magiſtrate for 
three Days, at which time, on the So- 
licitations of the Enemies to our Cheva- 


lier 8 F ather, he commenced a Proſecu- 


tion. 
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_ The Force of Friendſhip. 6g 
tion. As the Family of Mr. de Rey, Ho- 
neſtly wiſhed he could enter into Foreign 
Service, they judged this Circumftance 
was favourable to their Deſigns, ant 
preſſed him to depart; he ſhewed this 
Mark of Obedience to his Father, but 
did not think he ought to carry it ſo far 
as to be wanting in his Duty to France; 
the Croſs of St. Lewis had ſtrengthened 
his Attachment to that Crown, and he 
refuſed all the Advantages which had 
been offered to induce him to quit that 
Service. Cardinal Fleury having heard 
of his Conſtancy, made an Enquiry into 
the Affair which had occaſioned the Che- 
valier to go into Lorrain, and upon be- 
ing informed of the truth of it, cauſed 
Notice to be given to the Chevalier, that 
he might return into France. He was 
not long there before he grew tired of 
his inactive Life, and going to Verſailler 
to ſollicit a new Commiſſion in the Ar- 
my, he met there his old Friend the 
Chevalier de Bourdin ; and as much with 
a view to enjoy his Company, as to be 
in reach of tranſacting his own Affairs, 
he went to board at his Houſe, Then 
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-1t was that an Acquaintance of Youth 
was ripened into the Tendereſt and moſt 
perfect Friendſhip that ever exiſted, a 
Friendſhip to which the Chevalier de Rey 


ſacrificed his Liberty and Fortune. But 


we muſt go a little further back for the 
better underſtanding the Sequel of the 
Story. 

The Chevalier de Bourdin, who hy 
ſcended from a very ancient Family, and 


whoſe Grandfather died Governor of the 


Town of Vitri-le-Francois, was left an 
Orphan very young; he had but one 
Brother, who being his Elder, gave him 
what part he thought fit, of the Inheri- 
tance of his Anceſtors. Our Chevalier 
then too young to be ſenſible of the In- 


juſtice done him, did not reflect on it, 


till the time, that having loſt an Arm 


in the Service, he ſaw himſelf conſtrain- 


ed to quit the Army. 


The Count readily agreed, that he had 


been injured in the Partition of the Eſ- 
tate, and being too equitable to think of 
eluding, by means of the Law, a Reſti- 
tution which he thought himſelf bound 


to make, he accommodated tke Matter 
| with 
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with his Brother, and agreed to ſurren- 
der to him a Farm, which might be E- 
quivalent for what he ought to have re- 
ceived at the time of the firſt Partition. 
The Chevalier de Bourdin being delight- 
ed with his Brother's Integrity, was not 
very haſty, to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Land he had ſo yielded up to him. | 
Some years paſſed, during which, the 
Chevalier de Bourdin married; and as 
he had regard only to merit in the Wo- 
man he choſe, and found himſelf the 
Father of two Children, he began to take 
proper Meaſures for entering on the 
Land, which ſo belonged to him. The 
Chevalier de Rey, charmed with the 
Pleaſures he taſted in this new Society, 
promiſed him never to quit it; And 


this little Company enjoyed as it were be- 


fore Hand, the Happineſs which they 
expected in their new Abode: could 
they foreſee the Misfortunes, they were 


on the Point of being expoſed to? 


The Count de Bourdin had two Sons, 
who not being ſo honeſt as their Father, 
could not ſee, without Grief, the Reſti- 
tution he had made 80 their Uncle. What 
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theſe Sons in the blackeſt Action ima- 
ginable: they were too ſenſible of the 
| Injuſtice of their Cauſe, to think of hav- 
ing recourſe to the ufaal and common 
Methods : they impoſed upon the Reli- 
gion and Integrity of Mr. Chauvelin, 
Intendant of the Province of Picardy, 
_ being deceived by their Artifices, 
guilty of unexampled Exceſſes. 
rde Count de Bourdin, true to his En- 
ments, had inelined his Brother and 
Siſter- in- law, to come and take Poſſeſſi - 
an of the Land he had reſigned to them. 
They arrived there with the Chevalier 
de Roy, but the Sons of the Count, re- 
rdleſs of the Difhonour that would 
ul on them for ſuch a Behaviour came 
there alſo, well accompanied; and, for- 
getting their Duty and Hamanity, fired 
2 Gun upon their Aunt, who avoided 
the Shot only by the Dexterity of a Ser- 
vant, who turned a- ſide the Hand of the 
. Perſon who diſcharged it. Such an At 
tempt could not paſs unpuniſhed. The 
Chevalier de Bourdin had recourſe to 
— and going to his Eſtate at Bre- 
teuil 


> > — — | | 
EE ELIE Lok How hg LOL I = 


The Force of Friendſhip. 67 


teuil in Picardy, waited for the Deciſion 
of the Affair with that Tranquility which 


naturally attends Innocence. Judge how 


great was his Surprize, when his Ser- 
vants came and informed him, that his 


Houſe was ſurrounded by the Officers 


of the Marſhalſea ; he could eaſily have 
reſiſted or made his eſcape ; but being 
perſuaded he had nothing to ſear, he 
ordered his People to remain qui- 
et, and having himſelf opened the Door, 
he aſked them the Cauſe of their com- 
ing? To arreſt you, by the King's Or- 
der, anſwered the commanding Officer; 


| who, having poſted Guards at the Gates 


of 'the Caſtle, demanded to ſpeak in 
private with the Chevalier de Rey; 

which being granted, he preſented to 
him a Paper, which he required him to 
ſign, and informed him that thereon de- 
pended his Liberty. The Chevalier de 
Rey had no ſooner curſorily run over the 


Contents of the Paper, than he imme 
- | diately loſt all Patience, and having torn 


it in Pieces, informed his Friend, that 
they wanted to engage him by the moſt 
tremendous Oaths, to abandon him'to 
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63 The Force of Friendſhip. 
' his Il-Fortune ; but he aſſured him that 


he would ſooner looſe his Life, than be 


guilty of ſo cowardly and meanſpirited 
an Action. The Chevalier de Bourdin, 
affected with his Friend's Generofity, in 
vain uſed his utmoſt Efforts to hinder 
him from ſharing his Diſgrace, and Ma- 
dam de Bourdin, joined her Tears to her 
Huſband's Intreaties: But nothing could 
ſhake the Conſtancy of the Chevaher 
de Rey. This moving Scene was fo far 
from diſarming the Fury of theſe Men, 
(© unuſed to the melting Mood and 
“ ſteeled by Practices”) that it ſeemed 
to reinforce its Strength. They tore 
off the Croſs of the Chevalier de Rey, 
and this unfortunate Family was igno- 
minioufly conducted to the Priſon of 
Mantaidier- But what almoſt broke the 
Hearts of this miſerable Couple, was the 
ſeparation from their Children, who 
fruitleſly ſtretched out towards them 
their little Hands, but could not there- 
by, or by their Tears, obtain Permiſ⸗ 
ion to follow their Parents; and that 
afflicted Mother, had the additional 


Grief, to ſee her helpleſs Infants IIl- treat- 


ed 
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The Force of Friendſhip. 69 
ed before her Face. One would think 
that the Fury of the Sons of the Count 
de Bourdin would have been ſatisfied in 
the cruel Treatment they had made 
their Uncle undergo: But when People 
give themſelves up to Wickedneſs, do 
they know any Bounds? A Prifon ap- 
peared too mild to them, and they ob- 
tained an Order to ſhut up thoſe three 
unhappy People in a Dungeon. 

The Chevalier de Bourdin had ſtill one | 
Advocate left, namely the Count his | 
Brother; who being provoked at the be- | 

| haviour of his Children, was taking 
"Meaſures (after having renounced them) ; 
to confound their Villiany; but they did 
not give him time: he 'was carried off, | 
as he was going to Church, thrown into | 
a Dungeon at Amiens, and afterwards 1 
ſent to the Priſon of the Biſhoprick, 1 
where he remained four Months. 
The Children of the Chevalier de 
Bonrdin, had not better fortune than 
their Father: his Daughter, ty'd upon 
a Horſe, was carried to the Hoſpital of 
al Montdidier, and his Son, ten Years old, 
: was ſhut up in a Monaftry near St. Qmers, 
C and | 
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and as if the Rage of the Sons of the 
Count de Bourdin, had increaſed in pro- 
portion to the Number of it's Victims, 
it reach'd even their Father's Wife, 
whom they drove out of Doors, after 
having taken Poſſeſſion of his Houſe. 
And could it be ſuppoſed that they would 


pay any regard to their Mother-in-law, . 
who did not bluſh to confine the Author 


of their Birth toa Dungeon; from whence 
he was releaſed only upon theſe Condi- 
tions, of paſſing the Remainder of his 
Life in Exile, annulling the Deed he 
had ſigned in his Brother's Favour, and 
ſurrendering his Eſtate, to his unnatural 


Children. |= 


Six long Weeks did the Chevalier de 
Bourdin, his Wife and Friend, lie in the 
Dungeon, without knowing what they 
were accuſed of. How horrible muſt 
be their Situation! and yet they were 
fated ſoon to be in a ſtill more terrible 
one. In that frightful Abode, which 
they ſhared with the moſt abandoned 
wretches, they had yet the Conſolation 
of being together; they mixed their 
Tears, and conſidered every Moment 
as 
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as being, perhaps, the laſt of their 
Misfortunes. Their Imprifonment, be- 
ing contrary to all Forms of Law and 
Fuſtice, muſt be probably founded upon 
ſome Accuſation: They couid not con- 
demn them without confronting their 
Accuſers; and then it would be eaſy to 
ſhew the Impoſture: but they were de- 
ceived in their Hopes, tho' they were not 
| long deceived as to the true Cauſe of 
their Detention. Theſe unhappy Vic- 
tims of their Injuſtice, at laft made _ 
Cries heard by the Intendant: they 
cured to be preſented to him the follow: 
ing Petition, which I have tranfcribed 
Word for Word: the Stile of it is fim- 
ple, but oppreſſed Innocence could not 

ſpeak with more Force and Energy. 
© Henry Amadeous de Bourdin, Cheva- 
« lier Seigneur de Broſſe, and the Lady 
„ his Wife, moſt humbly thew, to Mr. 
& Chauvelin Intendant of Picardy, that 
« i conſequence of his Orders, they 
% have been detained for three Months 
„ paſt, in the Dungeon of the Priſon of 
* Montdidier, where they now languiſh 
in the greateſt Miſery, deprived of a - 
4 t e 
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LC 
cc 


the Comforts, of Life, and fed only 


with Bread and Water; worn out by 


ſickneſs, and confounded with the 


meaneſt and moſt wicked of the Po- 


pulace. 
This deplorable Situation, and the 


Rigors which are added to it, are not 
the only Torments of the Petitioners: 


certain unquiet Minds, their Enemies 
take Advantage of the melancholy 
Conjuncture of their Captivity, to 
defame them in the Province by Ca- 
lumnies of all kinds: and the Publick 
(Slaves to Prejudice) ſeem inclined to 
give themſelves up to a Multitude of 
indiſcreet Suſpicions, which are, to 
the Petitioners, the moſt cruel and 
moſt affecting of all Outrages. 

+ The Bitterneſs of ſo many Misfor- 
tunes, will not ſuffer them to remain 
ſilent. Being perſuaded that vulgar 


* Prejudices, are incapable to dazzel 


C6 
cc 
cc 
ce 
— 


the Eyes of an equitable Judge: 
They, with Confidence, implore your 
Juſtice, (my Lord,) againſt the op- 
preſſion they ſuffer; if it is poſſible 


to convict them of any Crimes, they 
| & gelire 
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« deſire you to puniſh them; but if, (as 
* they have room to think) their and: 
% cence will ſecure them from puniſh- 
„ ment, they ardently pray you will 
< be pleaſed to return to them, their 
Honour, and their Liberty, which 
*« their Enemies are employing all their 
& Credit to deprive them of. As your 
6 Petitioners have been impriſoned three 
« Months, they think your Lordſhip 
& has had time to be informed of the 
« Truth of the Caſe, and they flatter 
ce themſelves, that ſo long a Proof will 
% tend to manifeſt their Innocence, and 
& to convince you, that Paſſion, alone, 
„ has given Birth to the different Accu- 
% ſations, which may have been laid a- 
e gainſt them: Religion, and Equity 
ſollicit you to put an End to their Miſ- 
& fortunes; it is not juſt that Perſons of 
„ their Quality, whoſe Sentiments are 
i, , ;agrecable to the Nobility of their 
„ Birth, ſhould longer remain in ſo de- 

« plorable a Condition.” 
| « pl Chevalier de Rey preſented a ſepa- 
rate Petition, to which they gave no An- 
ſwer. That y_ to the foregoing Pe- 


tition 


8 


74 The Force of Friendſhip. 

tition was very Laconick; it was wrote 
in the Margin of the firſt Page, and im- 
ported, They muſt firſt of all, give 
<6. up the Partition made with the Count 


de Bourdin; together with the Deeds 


£ executed between them, into the 
Hands of the Lieutenant-General.“ 

Thus, then, was the Chevalier de 
Baurdin reduced to a neceſſity of looſing 
either his Eſtate or his Liberty; and that 
without legal Inquiry, or Trial, by the 
imperious Will of his Enemies alone; 
but what do I ſay? the doing the ſame 
kind of Act, did not fave the Count de 
Bourdin his Brother, to whom they 
ſcarce afforded a Subſiſtance: and it is 
probable the Chevalier by ſurrendering 
his Eſtate, would not have obtained his 
Liberty, which he might have made uſe 
of to obtain Satisfaction for their Vio- 
lence. 
The Chevalier de Rey, and Madam 
de Bourdin, having made this Reflection, 
it induced them to exhort the Chevalier 


de Bourdin to arm himſelf with Courage. 


That Criminals might, if they thought 
fit, purchaſe Impunity for their Crimes, 
, by 


. & wike 
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by ſacrificing their Riches, but Innocence 


would think itſelf degraded if it had Re- 


courſe to ſuch extraordinary Means to 


obtain Liberty, and enjoy its Rights. 
This was the only Reaſon that determin- 
ed the Chevalier de Bourdin to refuſe 
the Renounciation required, and his Re- 
nunciation determined his Enemies to 
ſtrike the finiſhing Blow. His barba- 
rous Nephews drew up a Petition, in 
which, ſuppoſing the Priſoners attainted 
and convicted of the moſt heinous Crimes 
they implore the King's Mercy, in be- 


half of an illuſtrious Family on the point 


of being diſhonoured by the puniſhment 
of the Chief of it. (for in this Peti- 
tion, mention was made only of the 
Count, and the Chevalier de Bourdin) 
But they had determined not to be con- 
tented with thoſe Victims only. It was 
neceſſary to get this Petition, ſigned by 
Perſons who ſhould give it Weight; 
eight Gentlemen (Men of Probity) 
thought they did a meritorious Act, by 
ſaving from the ſhame of Puniſhment, 
Criminals whom they — hadbeen 
>; 1 l 
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try'd according to Law.; and tho' they 
were totally unknown to them, they fign- | 
ed'the Petition as Relations. The King, 
having no room to ſuſpect the Impoſture, 
had more Regard to the Name of the 
accuſed Perſons, than. to the Crimes of 
which they were accuſed, and changed 
the Sentence of real Death, which it is 
ſuppoſed mult be paſſed on them, into c: 
a cruel Death, by giving Permiſſion to IV 
confine them for the reſt of their Days. fe 
The Nephews of Chevalier de Bourdin d 
having obtained their Wiſhes, did not | ye 
obſerve the Tenor of the Letter under ar 
the Privy Signet *; it related only to te 
their Father and their Uncle; but the h, 
firſt being baniſhed, and ſpoiled of his tt 
Eſtate, no longer gave them any Diſ- ui 
quietude; they ſubſtituted to him the 
Chevalier de Rey, whom they had in vain. i be 
endeavoured to ſeduce; and not being be 
eaſy about the Conſequences of their In- bi 
juſtice, in caſe any one ſhould remain 6 
capable of bringing it to Light, they NM 
L | made their Aunt partaker of her Huſ- Bl 
(| band's Misfortunes; not in quality of 
l his Wife, but under the ſcandalous ame 
V Letter de Catchet. of 
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The Force of Friendlhip. 7. 
of an immodeſt Woman; with which 
Title ſhe was carried to the Hoſpital, 


I where, for more than four Years, ſhe 


was confounded with the wretched Vic- 
tims of Publick Incontinence, and could 
not get an Opportunity to make her 
Cries heard, and obtain Juſtice for a 
Treatment, ſo unworthy her Rank. 
How often in that diſmal Abode did ſhe 
call for Death, leſs terrible to a Woman 
well born, than the Ignominy which 
follows the being convicted of bad Con- 
duct? How many times did ſhe endea- 
vour to ſoften the Heart of the Barbari- 
ans, to whoſe Cuſtody ſhe was commit- 
ted? but Pity never appears in thoſe . 
horrible Places, and ſhe did not receive 
the poor Conſolation of hearing a Wiſh 
uttered in her Favour. 
The Chevalier de Bourdin would have | 
been (comparatively) happy, if he had. 
been ignorant of his Wife's Misfortunes 
but his Perſecutors took care not to loſe 


ſo fair an Opportunity of aggravating his 


Miſery. Stunned with this terrible 
Blow, the inſtant he entered the Byesztre®, 


2 he 
* A Houſe where they confine Madmen and Li- 
bertines. 
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he had not the leaſt Thought of his 
body Situation; he was wholly taken up 
with that of a virtuous Wife, and of a 
generous Friend, whom he had unfor- 
tunately made Sharers of his Deſtruction: 
his Defpair at firſt drove him almoſt to 
the greateſt Extremities. Leave me to 
die, faid he, to his Friend ; my Deſtiny, 
my Perſecutors, require a Victim: my 
Blood, crying Vengeance to Heaven, 
like that of Abel, ſhall procure for you 
happy Days. The Chevalier 4e Rey, 
was forced for a long time, to watch o- 
ver his Friend ; at laft, by often ſetting 
before him what he ow'd to God, in the 
low and mortifying Condition to which 
Providence had brought him, he made 
him confent to faffer Life, which he 
could no longer confider, but as a Pun- 
ihment. But if of; 5s fnatched him 
from the Jaws of Defpair, it could not 
in the leaſt diminiſh the melancholy 
thought, occaſioned by the Misfortunes 
of his Wife, and Friend. He pictured 
to himfelf that beloved Spouſe, cloath'd 
in a mean Habit, wanting all Neceſſaries, 
become the Horrors of the good, and a 
| | TD. | Companion 
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Companion of the moſt deſpicable Crea- 


tures. He repreſented to himſelf his poor 
Children, expoſed to the Mercy of their 
barbarous Coulins, at a time of Life, in 
which they were ſcarce capable of know- 
ing their Miſery. He preſented to him- 
ſelf his Friend deprived of his Honour, 
of his Liberty, and obliged to ' ſhare 
with him the Horrors of an Abode, deſ- 
tined for the moſt wicked Wretches: 
Needed there more to bring him to the 
Grave? And indeed he was ſoon ſerzed 
with a Languor, which preſaged to him 
the End of his Life and of his Troubles. 
The Strictneſs with which they were 
guarded, was ſo great, than more than 
four Years paſted, before they could find 
an Opportunity to make known their 
Complaints. At laſt, the Chevalier de 
Rey (by what means he would never diſ- 
cover) procured ſome Paper, and drew 
up an Account of their Misfortunes, and 
having ſealed up the Letter, nothing re- 
mained, only to get it delivered ac- 
cording to the Directions. But whether 
they had entertained ſome Suſpicions of 
his Intelligence, or whether unforeſeen 
IN H 2 Circumſtances 
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Circumſtances had occaſioned their 
Guards to be changed, he no more ſaw 
the Perſon whoſe Compaſſion he had ex- 
cited. 

Some Months paſſed before they could 
find an Expedient to ſend away the Let- 
ter, but Neceſſity furniſhes Ingenuity. 
He cut the Sheets of his Bed into long 
and narrow Pieces, with which he made 
2 String, and as he had ſome Paper left, 

he made one of thoſe little Machines, 
that Children play with, called a Kite: 
to this he faſtened his Letter, and one 

Day, when the Wind was very high, he 
let looſe the Kite, and left the reſt to Pro- 
vidence. The Kite was found a good 
way from the Bystre, and the Children 
who pick d it up, having carried it 
Home, gave the Letter to their Father, 
wha put it into the Hands of the Miniſter 
ef the Pariſh, who, ſeeing it was di- 
rected to a Man of Quality, went to 
Puri, and delivered it With his own 
Hands. 

This Friend, to whom the . 
de Rey made known his Situation, 
had made _ fruitleſs Efforts to know 


what 
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what was become of him. He was an 
Italian Lord, and being overjoyed that he 
could ſuccour oppreſſed Innocence, he 
flew to the Cardinal, and informed him 
of the ſcandalous Uſe which had been 
made of the King's Authority. The 
Cardinal cauſed an Order to be imme- 
diately iſſued, for releaſing the Cheva- 
lier de Rey from the Bysitre ; who im- 
mediately threw himſelf at the Feet of 


the Cardinal, to whom he was known, 


and obtained his Friend's Releaſe. 

In this Juncture, the Nephews of the 
Chevalier de Bourdin, uſed their utmoſt 
Efforts, to diſunite thoſe two Friends. 


They offered the Chevalier de Rey ſuch 


Reparation and Amends, as they ima- 


E gined would tempt a Man, who-was 


but ſparingly provided with the Goods of 


Fortune: but all was fruitleſs. He loſt 


not a Moment in getting his Friend out 


of Priſon; who was no longer in a Con- 


dition to taſte the Sweets of Liberty. 
Sinking under the Weight of his Infirmi- - 
ties, even the Deſire of ſeeing his dear 

Wife, could ſcarce furniſh him with 
Strength enough to bear the ſhaking of 


a Coach to Paris. The 
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The Chevalier de Rey, having ſeen 


him put to Bed, run to the Hoſpital, 

rovided with an Order for the Releaſe 
of Madam de Bourdin. In what a Con- 
dition, alas ! did he find that unhappy 
Woman? her Tears and Sighs, had been 


her ordinary Food for four Years, during 


which Time, ſhe had not heard the leaſt 


Account, either of her unhappy Huſ- 


band, or helpleſs Children; the Neceſſity 

of labouring to procure herſelf even 
the coarſeſt Food, had exhanſted her 
Strength, inſomuch that when the was 
brought to the Chevalier de Rey, he ſcarce 


knew her: being informed that her 


Huſband was alive, ſhe hardly gave her- 
felf time to put off the mean Habit ſhe 
wore, and throwing herſelf half dreſſed 
into the Coach, was unable to utter a 
Word all the way; but her Tears flowed 
freely. She came at laſt to the Bed of 
that Huſband, ſo dear to her, and pre- 
cipitating herſelf into his Arms, ſhe ap- 
peared, for ſome time, out of her Senſes. 

But J am aware that to attempt deſcrib- 
ing ſuch a Scene would be to weaken 
the Idea, which will naturally ariſe, in 


the 
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the Mind of every ſenſible and compaſi- 
onate Reader. Some things cannot be 
deſcribed, and we muſt be ſatisfied to 
feel them. 

After thoſe Friends had given ſome 
Hours to the Pleaſures of their happy 


Meeting, they conſulted about the Steps 


they were to take: They had no Idea 
of the Cauſe of their Detention : in or- 
der then to be informed of it, they went 
to Montdidrer, ſurrendered themſelves 


into the Hands of the Officers of Juſtice, 
and prefented a Petition, that their Af. 


fair might be examined into and try'd. 
But how great was their Surprize, when 


they found there had been no Informa- 


tion againſt them, not a fingle Witnefs 
examined, nor the leaſt proceeding had. 
That the whole had been carried on con- 
trary to the Rules of Law and Juſtice, 
and that they had been arreſted upon 


the Clamors of ſome wicked People, 

who had not even been heard according 
tothe Courſe of Law. They therefore 
cauſed thoſe Perſons to be Tunkmotlad: 
before the Judges, but they, for the moſt 
part, abſconded. Whilſt 
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_ Whilſt the Chevalier de Rey was tak- 
ing theſe Meaſures, neceſſary for his Juſ- 
tification, the Chevalier de Bourdin was 
at the Point of Death. He ſpit Blood, 
and finding that he had but few Mo- 
ments to live, he cauſed his Friend to be 
called (who was departed to leave him at 
Liberty to perform the laſt Duties of a 
Chriſtian,) and thus addreſſed him. I. 
adore, (ſaid he) the Will of Providence, 
and reſign into his Hands my unhappy 
Family: but, my dear Friend, may I 
flatter myſelf, in this laſt Moment of my 
Life, that you will continue to be the 
Inſtrument God will make uſe of, to de- 
fend them? Become their Father, become | 
the Huſband of a wretched Woman, 
whom I have made a Partner of my 
Misfortunes : if Heaven, appeaſed, has 
in Store for you more happy Days, let. 
me be ſometimes the Subject of your 
Converſation ; let me live in your Me- 
mory ! If you can get Information of the 
Deſtiny of my luckleſs, Children, recall 
to their Minds the Remembrance of a 
Father, who wiſhed to have been more 
fortunate, that he might have given 

them 
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them an Education ſuitable to their Birth. 
The Weakneſs of the Chevalier de Bour- 
din prevented his ſaying more, and he 
appeared eaſy, when the Chevalier de 
Rey had promiſed him, that he would 
wr abandon his Family. He kept his 
Word, and ſome time after the Death 
of the Chevalier de Bourdin, he married 
his Widow. 

When he came out of Priſon (there 
being no Accuſation againſt him) his firſt 
Care Was to get Intelligence ofhis Friend's 
Children. The Son had eſcaped from 
the Monaſtry, by ſwimming croſs a 
River, and as he was tall for his Age, 
he had liſted for a Soldier. His Captain 
no ſooner learned that he was a Son of 
the Chevalier de Bourdiz, who had been 
his Friend, than he generouſly gave him 
his Diſcharge. They produced a Cer- 
tificate of the Death of the Daughter, 
who had been put into the Hoſpital of 
Montdidier ; but ſeveral Witneſſes were 
found, who atteſted that they had ſeen 


- - her alive, ſince the Date of the Certi- 


ficate. The Chevalier de Rey, ſaw him- 
ſelf therefore under a Neceſſity of com- 
mencing 
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mencing a Proſecution, by which he de- 
manded of his Enemies, the Reſtitution 
of his Honour, of his Eſtate, and of a 
Daughter, who by his Marriage with 
the Mother, was become his own. Not- 
withſtanding the Juſtice of his Cauſe, 
he could not hope for a ſpeedy Deter- 
mination of it : He wanted Money, and 
his Enemies, who ſought only to gain 
Time, thought fit to recriminate. They | 
revived the Affair of Manche, and en- 
deavoured to put the Chevalier de Rey 
under a Neceſſity of defending himſelf, 
m hopes he would give over all thoughts 
of attacking others: but he eaſily Juſ- 
tify'd himſelf, from that pretended Aſ- 
ſaſſination; and then his Perfecutors, 
dreading the Integrity of that auguſt Body, 
who make it their Duty to protect op- 
preſſed Innocence, endeavoured to with- 
draw the Cauſe from their Juriſdiction. 
They inſiſted on it, That the Parlia- 
ment could not take cognizance of an 
Impriſonment, made by a formal Order 
of the King; this Evaſion, plainly ſnew'd 
the unworthy Management by which 


they impoſed on the Equity ef the In- 
Cl | tendant 


- 
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tendant of Picardy ; and thro' him, that 
of theKing and his Miniſters. This new 
Information increaſed the Courage of the 


Chevalier, who far from thinking he 
ſhould fail in the Reſpect he ow'd the 
_ King's Orders, imagined he was acting 
-to promote his : Glory, by bringing to 


Puniſhment, Wretches who had dared 


to miſlead him. 


The Gentlemen, who at the Requeſt 


of the Sons of the Count de Bourdin, 


were deceived, and that far from being 
of the ſame Family with the aceuſed, 
they knew them only by Name. At 
length, the Chevalier de Rey, in ſpite of 
all the Delays which the moſt artful 


Chicanery could obtain, ſaw the Deciſion 
of this Affair referred to the Parliament, 


as he had long wiſh'd for. His Adver- 
ſaries, being diſmayed, and throughly 
ſenſible of the great Difference between 
this Tribunal, and thoſe where they had - 


for ſo long a time ſpun out the Cauſe, 


offered an Accommodation to the Cheva- 
lier de Rey. But could any Recompence 
be made him adequate to the Injuries 
he had ſuſtained ? * therefore rejected 

their 
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Sentence, will give ample Recompence 


will doom the Sons of the Count e Boure 


barbarous and unnatural Villainy. 


* 
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their Offers. Whilſt I write this, the 
Cauſe is coming on to be heard; and it 
is not doubted but the Judges, by their 


to the Chevalier de Rey, for the Lofs of 
his Honour, Liberty and Eſtate, and 


din, to a Puniſhment, adequate to their 


